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TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS, 

W E have the honour to submit to your Lordships this our Eleventh and final 
Report as Commissioners under the Act 2 & 3 Vict. cap. 61, for the 
Improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon. 

This River has its source in the mountainous regions of the counties of Cavan 
and Leitrim, situate to the north of Lough Allen, which forms a reservoir for 
the waters of the surrounding district, and presents a navigable basin eight miles 
in length from north to south, and three miles in breadth from east to west, the 
average depth, being 12 feet. This basin is elevated 160 feet above the level of 
the sea, at low- water ordinary spring-tides. 

The part which bounds Lough Allen on the east and west consists of strata 
belonging to the coal series, which contain thin beds of bituminous coal and 
argillacious ironstone, the latter being of superior quality ; both of which have 
been worked to a considerable extent at various periods. And although the 
Arigna Ironworks at one time attracted much attention, and produced both cast 
and wrought iron of fair quality, the works failed, it is believed, chiefly from a 
deficiency in the supply of coal at a sufficiently low price. 

At the present time the iron-works are in ruins. At the collieries a few coal- 
pits only are worked, producing a slightly bituminous coal, which is consumed 
in the neighbouring districts. 

In the speculation of creating a considerable traffic in coal and iron, the 
Directors-G eneral of Inland Navigation, Ireland, constructed, at the public 
expense, a narrow and somewhat imperfect still-water navigation or canal 
between Drumshambo, situate on the southern extremity of Lough Allen, and 
the comparatively deep water of the Shannon at Battle Bridge, close to the town 
of Leitrim, five miles above Carrick-on-Shannon ; the fall between the surface 
water at Lough Allen and Battle Bridge being overcome by the construction of 
two locks of 10 feet each. The course of the River between those points being 
shallow and irregular, presented several rapid falls ; a circumstance which led to its 
abandonment, and to the construction of the canal above mentioned. 
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Between Battle Bridge and Carrick-on-Shannon, the capital of the county of 
Leitrim, the bed of the Shannon was for the most part deep ; but the navigation 
was impeded by numerous shoals, which it has been subsequently found necessary 
to remove, in order to obtain a suitable navigable channel throughout. 

The distance between the northern extremity of Lough Allen and Carrick-on- 
Shannon, which may be considered as the termination of the upper reach or 
division of the navigation, is 17 miles. Immediately above Carrick-on-Shannon, 
on its right bank, the Shannon is joined by its first great tributary, called the 
Boyle Water. This river presented the same characteristic impediments to navi- 
gation as the Shannon between Carrick-on-§hannon and Lough Allen ; and in 
order to render it navigable, it became necessary to remove its numerous shoals. 
Two bridges have been constructed, also a large lock and regulating weir at 
Knockvicar, near the entrance to Lough Key. 

Descending from Carrick-on-Shannon, the united Shannon and Boyle Waters 
presented an imposing character ; but shoals and rapids similar to those of the 
upper reach impeded the course of the River, and rendered it unsuited to navi- 
gation ; and this character is preserved for the entire distance to Tarmonbarry, 
which may be considered as the termination of the second reach of the River, and 
is distant 20 miles below' Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Extensive works had been executed on this portion of the River by means of 
grants made by the Irish Parliament, and a narrow canal and locks had been 
constructed at Drumsna and Rooskey, to avoid the shoals in the bed of the river- 
course near these places ; but the works were designed on a small scale, and were 
so imperfectly executed as to be incapable, even when in order, of passing any 
but small craft, which were of themselves unsuited to navigate the broad waters 
or lakes into which the River frequently expanded, and, in consequence, there 
never had been traffic to induce the proper maintenance of the works. 

The Royal Canal from Dublin, by Mullingar, joins the Shannon at Richmond 
Harbour, near Tarmonbarry, and' it's projectors calculated on much profit from 
the anticipated trade of the Upper Shannon ; but owing to the numerous imper- 
fections of the navigation, their expectations had not been realized. 

Tarmonbarry may be considered to form the upper extremity of the great or 
central portion of the River Shannon, which extends through two great lakes ; 
Lough Ree, above Athlone, and Lough Derg, above Killaloe, and on the whole 
presented the ground-work for a fine navigation 85 miles in length, there being 
only 1 5 feet fall between the extremities. 

Considerable works, though on a wrong principle, bad been executed on this 
portion of the River by the Irish Parliament, and subsequently under the Direc- 
tors- General of Inland Navigation in Ireland, and by the Grand Canal Company ; 
and locks and side cuts had been constructed to avoid the several natural as well 
as artificial impediments which occurred in the River, particularly at Lanes- 
borough, above Lough Ree, and Athlone, Shannon Bridge, Banagher, and Cloo- 
naheenogue, above Lough Derg. But although the navigation, particularly 
between Portumna and Athlone, was much superior to that above Tarmonbarry, 
it was still so imperfect that few traders ventured to embark capital in navigating 
its waters. 

It is true that, previously to the commencement of our operations, the City of 
Dublin Steam Company had at considerable expense constructed large steam- 
vessels at Killaloe, which navigated Lough Derg, carrying passengers and tugging 
trade boats from thence to Portumna, situate at the northern extremity of the 
Lough ; but above that point the navigation was not sufficiently complete to 
enable them to proceed further. Hence a class of very small steamers was used 
to tug the trade boats through the side-cut canals at Cloonaheenogue and Bana- 
gher to Shannon Harbour, two miles north of Banagher, where the Shannon is 
joined by the Grand Canal from Dublin. 

Between Killaloe and Limerick, a distance of 15 miles, there is a fall of 97 
feet to the tide waters, in consequence of which, particularly close to Killaloe, 
the current was so rapid that the River-course had been necessarily abandoned, 
and still-water navigation, having three locks, was constructed parallel to the 
River; and for the same reason a second side canal, having seven locks, had been 
formed at the Limerick end, terminating in a harbour at Limerick, with one lock 
below it, connecting the navigation with the tideway of the Shannon in the city. 
This portion of the navigation, in common with the foregoing, had been originally 
executed by grants made by the Irish Parliament, and subsequently improved 

under 
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under the Directors-General of Inland Navigation, who had let it to a private 
Company, who continued in possession up to the time the Shannon Commis- 
sioners commenced their operations of improvement. 

The navigation between Killaloe and Limerick, though in tolerable working 
order, was found to be very imperfect in many parts, particularly at the shoals in 
the river course between the Killaloe and Limerick side canals ; and in conse- 
quence the trade was much inconvenienced during floods by the rapidity of the 
current, and in dry weather from want of a sufficient depth of water. 

From the tideway at Limerick down to the Shannon mouth, the navigation 
was open to the free passage of sea-going vessels of considerable burden, and 
little was required to render its navigation as perfect as that of other tide estu - 
aries, except the erection of beacons or buoys to point out the sailing course, 
and the removal of the projecting portions of a few sunken rocks. The tideway 
portion of the River was not, however, given in charge to the Shannon Commis- 
sioners, having been placed by the Act of 4 Geo. 4, c. 94, under the special control 
and management of the Limerick Harbour Commissioners, although the Shannon 
Commissioners were authorized to construct piers and landing quays at certain 
points within the tideway, provided the adjoining proprietors agreed to contri- 
bute one-halfi and, in some cases, one-third of the amount to be expended ; the 
neighbouring district being required to contribute the remaining portion by 
assessment. 

The foregoing outline will convey seme idea to your Lordships of the state of 
the Shannon in the year 1839, when the improvement of its navigable channels 
was entrusted to the Shannon Commissioners, at which period the navigation, as 
a whole, was justly considered as being very imperfect in regard to the navigable 
channels generally, and particularly in the deficiency of water at the numerous 
shoals, as well as at the several bridges ; and that the principle of cutting canals 
with locks at every rapid, even where the fall did not exceed one foot, was 
erroneous, and not suited to the navigation of a' River which presents rather the 
character of a chain of lakes than an ordinary stream ; and, consequently, the 
craft suited to the still-water portions were not sufficiently large or seaworthy 
to enable them to encounter the heavy seas which frequently arise on Lough 
Derg, Lough Ree, and the other Shannon lakes during stormy weather. Hence, 
in order to obtain a navigation for vessels of from 60 to 100 tons burthen in all 
parts, it became necessary to abandon several of the side levels and locks pre- 
viously made, and transfer the navigation to the main channel of the River, by 
removing the shoals, as well as all artificial impediments to the free discharge of 
the water, and erecting regulating weirs and locks in suitable positions. 

But it is to be observed, that the operations, however complete, would not 
have been generally available for trade, had it not been for the introduction of 
steam-vessels for the purpose of towing barges through the numerous lakes and 
broad waters of the River. The direction of Lough Derg from Killaloe to 
Portumna, a distance of 23 miles, is from south-west to north-east ; and as the 
south-west wind blows, on an average, for nine months in every year, sailing 
vessels were formerly detained for months at Portumna, being unable to make 
way against the prevailing head wind ; and even at Lough Ree sailing vessels 
were formerly delayed at Lanesborougli, on their passage to Athlone, for weeks 
together. 

Under such circumstances, had it not been for the introduction of steam- tugs, 

• the navigation of the Shannon could never have become the medium of regular 
aud extensive traffic. 

In addition to the foregoing general statement, we beg to notice for your 
Lordships’ information, the numerous artificial obstructions to the free discharge 
of the water of the Shannon which had been introduced from time to time at 
every rapid and ford in the River between Limerick and Lough Allen. These 
obstructions not only impeded the navigation, but by damming up the water 
during wet seasons, caused the inundation of the flat country on either side for 
a considerable extent, and to a depth of several feet. In many parts of the River, 
particularly between Athlone aud Portumna, these inundations continued through- 
out the winter, while, since the completion of the works, these low lands, which 
in many places are slightly elevated above summer level, are now rarely flooded, 
except during heavy and continued falls of rain, and the prevalence of high 
winds from the west and south-west, which have the effect of backing up the water 
above its natural levels. In such exceptional cases, the lowest callow meadows 
o- a 2 adjoining 
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adjoining the River are, for a short time, covered by a thin sheet of water, 
which is rapidly discharged in a few days after the discontinuance of the wind 
and rain. 

While on this subject, we beg to mention, that the area of land which has been 
relieved by our operations, either from lengthened or occasional flooding, amounts 
on the whole to 18,750 acres; and it is to be observed, that no part is now 
exposed even to the occasional floods above alluded to, which had not previously 
been flooded on an average during six months in every year. 

The obstructions, in addition to the natural impediments caused by the several 
shoals which occurred in different parts of the River, consisted of eel weirs, and 
imperfectly-constructed bridges, containing a great number of small arches with, 
large piers between, which frequently occupied one-third of the water-way, and 
which were founded on so high a level as to prevent the possibility of deepening 
the River without resorting to underpinning ; an expedient which is extremely 
difficult and dangerous where, as on the Shannon, the masonry of the arches 
and piers consisted of rubble-stone rudely put together without hammering. 
In fact, with a few exceptions, underpinning was found to be impracticable ; and 
in consequence it became necessary to remove the old structures altogether, 
and to replace them by new bridges having large arches and slight piers deeply 
founded. 

In some instances, particularly at Athlone, the bridges presented additional 
impediments to the flow of water consequent on mills having been erected on 
very wide piers ; and a serious interruption to the current was caused by rude 
weirs having been constructed in the bed of the River to raise a sufficient head 
of water to work the mills. 

To remove the whole of these impediments, and pay no greater compensation 
for the eel weirs, water mills, lands, buildings, &c., required for the navigation, 
than might be fairly considered an equitable remuneration to the individuals 
whose property was taken possession of without their consent, became a matter 
of serious consideration ; but, as already explained in our several Reports, parti- 
cularly the First and Second, dated respectively 1840 and 1841, we have the 
pleasure to state that the whole was effected in a manner which proved to be 
satisfactory to all persons concerned. 

But before commencing any proceedings in regard to the observations above, 
mentioned, we caused detailed Surveys, Plans and Estimates to be made of the 
whole of the works requisite to be undertaken, for the purpose of completing a 
steam and trade barge navigation through the entire length of the River Shannon, 
between Killaloe and Battle Bridge, near the town of Leitrim, in the county of 
Leitrim, and thence by canal to Drumshambo, on Lough Allen; and also of 
completing a steam navigation from Carrick-on-Shannon, by the Boyle Water, to 
Lough Key, and thence to the town of Boyle ; likewise a branch by the Car- 
nadoe Water to the head of Gillstown Lake, near Strokestown. 

We also had Plans and Estimates prepared for improving the navigation by 
canal and river below Killaloe, and thence to Limerick, as well as for several 
proposed piers and landing quays on the tide estuary of the Rivers Shannon and 
Fergus, between Limerick and the Shannon mouth. 

The whole of the above-mentioned documents were submitted to your Lord- 
ships in our First, Second, Third and Fourth Reports, dated respectively the 17tli 
February 1836, 5th December 1837, 24th May 1838, and 21st February 1839; 
and each successively received your Lordships’ approval ; and from the result of 
the whole it appeared that the sum necessary to complete the works required 
for the navigation and drainage operations, exclusive of artificial impediments, 
amounted to £. 510,750. 15. 9. 

Having ascertained the amount required for the execution of the works, we 
next proceeded to determine the value of the property which it was necessary 
to purchase, in order to enable us to complete the proposed works, whether it 
consisted of lands, houses, mills, eel weirs, &c. &c. ; and for this purpose we 
employed skilful valuators, who were directed to value the whole on a liberal 
scale. 

Notices were then published, both in the newspapers of the several counties in 
which the property was situate and in the adjoining counties, and were also served 
on the parties concerned. 

In due time we proceeded, according to the Act 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 57, to hold 
Courts at Limerick, Banagher, Athlone, Longford, and Carrick-on-Shannon, for 

the 
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the purpose of receiving evidence respecting the actual value of the property to 
be affected, and such explanations regarding it as the parties interested thought 
it advisable to offer; and we interrogated the several valuators employed by us 
in regard to the principle according to which their valuations were made, and 
whether they had fully carried out our instructions in placing a liberal value on 
all property to be purchased. 

In these Courts we were assisted by Mr. Serjeant Greene, as Assessor, whose 
professional knowledge was necessary to enable us to arrive at a proper under- 
standing on intricate legal points. 

Having heard the evidence both of our own valuators and of the parties in- 
terested, we carefully deliberated on each particular claim, and having come to a 
decision, we held a second series of Courts in the same districts for the purpose of 
declaring such decision ; and having heard such objections as were brought forward 
against each of our decisions, and made amendments where they appeared to be 
necessary, we made our final award, which, as already mentioned, proved satis- 
factory to all parties. At the same time, we are confident that the amount of our 
decisions, though fair and liberal, were less than one half of the sum which would 
have been awarded by an ordinary inquisition and verdict by a jury. 

The entire sum awarded for the various kinds of property 

required for the purposes of the improvement of the navi- £. s. d. 
gation amounted to - 74,054 2 -5 

While the total sum required to complete the works accord- 
ing to the best estimate we were enabled to make, 
amounted to -------- 510,751 15 9 

Making a General Total of - - - £. 584,805 1 7 9 £ 



In conformity with the principle laid down by the Act of 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61 , s. 13, 
the above sum was, in the first instance, to be issued from the Treasury for the 
execution of the w'orks, but subsequently a portion of it was to be repaid by the 
counties and districts adjoining, in 20 half-yearly instalments, and a stipulated 
portion was also to be contributed by the proprietors of the property on which 
certain piers and landing quays were to be erected in the tide estuary of the 
Lower Shannon; the several proportions being as follow : — 

£. s. d. 

To be paid by the public - .... 290,716 1 4 

To be repaid by the counties and districts adjoining - - 266,334 6 2| 

To be contributed by the proprietors - 27,755 10 3{- 

£.584,805 17 9£ 



It now becomes our duty to state, that the numerous works recommended in 
our several Reports already alluded to, which contained the detailed Plans, Sections 
and Estimates for each work, have been effectively carried out, as far as contingent 
circumstances would permit ; no important variation having been made in any 
without the special sanction of your Lordships. 



Execution of the Works. 

We shall commence our statement by describing generally the works which 
have been effected in each portion of the River, and shall follow the order and 
specific divisions which were adopted in our successive Reports, made during the 
progress of the works. 



FIRST DIVISION. 

THE LOWER SHANNON. 

As originally stated in our Second Report, this division comprehends what may 
be termed the marine portion of the Shannon, which extends from the mouth of 
the River up to Limerick, and from the confluent of the Fergus with the Shannon 
to the village of Clare, two miles below the town of Ennis. 

407. a 3 The 
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The great sea estuary of the Shannon, extending from Kilkradarie and Ballpoints, 
assumed for practical purposes to be the western limit of the River up to Grass 
Island, 15 miles below Limerick, comprises a distance of 60 miles, navigable for large 
vessels at all times of tide, and affording several points of natural shelter. This 
portion required little improvement in the navigable channels, except a few buoys 
and beacons to mark particular shoals and sunken rocks. 

From Grass Island to Limerick the River presents the character of an ordinary 
tidal navigation. The channel is comparatively confined and shallow, containing 
numerous rocky shoals, which, with the rapidity of the water occasioned by the 
great fall at ebb-tide, causes some difficulty in the navigation. 

As already mentioned, we have not interfered with the navigation channel of 
the Shannon estuary, inasmuch as it was not within our control, having been 
placed in charge of the Harbour Commissioners of Limerick, under the Act 
4 Geo. 4, c. 94. 

Our power was limited to the construction of piers and landing quays in the 
several harbours of the Lower Shannon, where the stipulated contributions were 
made by the landed proprietors directly interested in the improvement. 

Under this arrangement, the works executed by us in the tideway, beginning 
from the westward, and taking first the county of Clare side, consist of the 
following ; viz. 

1. A small Pier and Landing Quay at Querrin Creek, which has fully answered 
our expectations, and from which a considerable traffic has been carried on with 
the city of Limerick, consisting partly in cargoes of grain, and partly peat for 
fuel. The work consisted of a pier and wharf of 135 feet in length, having a 
depth of 14 feet at high-water spring-tides. 



2. Kilrush Pier. 

At this important harbour, a considerable extension has been made to the 
original pier, and the entire work remodelled according to the plan recommended 
by us. 

The work executed consists of a prolongation of the pier, 150 feet in length, 
but in a different direction from the old pier, in order to ensure the most favour- 
able position for the trade. 

The Harbour of Kilrush has become an important station, both for export and 
import trade ; large sea-going vessels constantly line the wharf, and powerful 
steamers, belonging to the City of Dublin Steam Company, carry on a daily traffic 
in goods and passengers with the port of Limerick, the details respecting which 
are given in the Appendix. 

Colonel Crofton Moore Vandeleur, the proprietor, contributed 2,150/. 1 s. 3d. 
towards this pier, the total cost of which was 8,690 L, including the charge of 
fitting up a crane on the wharf. 



Pier at Cahircon. 

This pier has now been completed for several years, according to Plans and 
Estimates ; but we regret to say that hitherto little benefit has been derived from 
it, as it rarely happens that vessels either load or discharge their cargoes at the 
wharf. The length of the pier, as constructed, is 250 feet, having a depth of 
water of 21 feet at high-water spring-tides, and 17 feet at ordinary tides. Mr. 
Bindon Scott, of Cahircon, agreed to contribute 662 l. Is. 8 d. towards the con- 
struction of the pier. 

On the south or Kerry and Limerick side of the estuary, three important works 
have also been undertaken ; viz., 1 . Consisting of a pier at Saleen, near Ballylongford, 
west of Tarbert, in the county of Kerry, the length of the pier being 220 feet, 
with two returns of 140 feet and 60 feet in length respectively, giving a total 
frontage of 420 feet, and the depth at high-water spring-tides of 17 feet. Con- 
siderable traffic has been created by this pier, consisting chiefly in corn, which is 
transported to the market at Limerick ; and also latterly in pipe draining tiles, 
from the valuable and extensive tile manufactory established in the neighbourhood 
within the last two years by Mr. St. John Blacker. 



Pier 
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Pier at Kilteery. 

The pier at this place has been constructed several years, though not exactly 
according to the original design, owing to the difficulty of finding a suitable 
foundation at a cost within the compass of the fund at our disposal. Hence the 
mole has not been extended so far to seaward as originally contemplated, but the 
work as modified has been completed. 



Foynes Pier and Harbour. 

The works originally proposed by us for this place were, on reconsideration, and 
with your Lordships’ approval (in which the proprietor, Lord Monteagle, coincided) 
changed, not only in their design, but in their site. The works commenced in the 
month of November, in the year 1846, and are not yet quite complete, although 
the mason-work is in so forward a state that we expect it will be finished within 
two months. 

'1 hey consist of a landing wharf, and a slip for launching boats, the former 275 
feet, and the latter 210 feet in length ; from the wharf a pier projects towards the 
deep channel of the river, for a length of 345 feet, and 40 feet in breadth at its 
seaward termination ; one-half of this pier has been founded at the depth of 
14 feet below low- water spring-tides, and the remainder has been erected on a 
substantial foundation of piles, driven to the depth of 32 feet below low-water 
spring-tides, at the outer extremity, adjoining the deep channel. 

The harbour adjoining the pier will be excavated to the depth of 10 feet below 
low-water spring-tides, and as the tide at springs rises to the height of 16 feet 
above low-water, there will be a depth at the quay and west side of the pier of 
26 feet at high-water spring-tides. 

Foynes Harbour, when complete, will consequently give secure quayage to sea- 
going vessels at all times of tides, and in fact will be the only port on the Shannon 
possessing that advantage ; all the others, including the quays of Limerick, being 
dry, or nearly so, at low-water. 

Lord Monteagle, the proprietor, subscribed 4,250 /. towards the construction of 
the work, which is the largest contribution made by any individual on the Lower 
Shannon . 

At Clare Castle, on the River Fergus, a small but important landing wharf 
has been erected by us, 530 feet in length, with two returns of 50 feet each, and 
having a depth of 18 feet at high-water spring-tides. Considerable traffic is at 
present carried on at this wharf by sea-going vessels and sailing barges; the latter 
trading between Limerick and Clare, which may be considered the port of Ennis, 
from which it is but two miles distant. 



SECOND DIVISION. 

FROM LIMERICK TO KILLALOE. 

We now commence our statement relative to the works which have been exe- 
cuted by us in that portion of the Shannon which has been placed under our 
immediate charge, independent of the interference of other parties. 

The first division, or that situate between Limerick and Killaloe, consists of 
still-water canal navigation at either extremity, while in the central part the river- 
course has been made available for navigation. 

The fall in the Shannon between the summer level in Lough Derg and low- 
water ordinary tides at Limerick amounts to 97 feet in a distance of 15 miles ; 
hence it became necessary, in the original formation of the navigation, to construct 
a series of locks at both extremities where the falls were most rapid ; and on our 
taking up the navigation from the Limerick Navigation Company in the year 
1840, we found it to consist of 8£ miles of canal, having on the whole II locks, 
and 6J miles of river navigation. Finding it to be impossible, owing to the 
rapidity of the fall, to render this portion of the Shannon navigable for large 
steam- vessels, we limited our views to render it, as an ordinary barge navigation, 
as perfect as local circumstances would permit ; but to guard against the rapidity 

407. A 4 
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of floods in the portions in which the river-course had been adopted, and to 
preserve a sufficient depth of water in dry weather, we found it necessary to 
construct two extensive regulating weirs ; viz., one at Corbally, and a second at 
World’s End ; likewise to erect a bridge at Plassey for the passage of the track 
horses; in addition to which, it was found necessary to deepen the rapids at 
O’Brien's Bridge and Parteen, and remove by excavation numerous small shoals 
in different parts of the River ; and likewise to construct embankments for the 
purpose of confining and preserving the navigable channel in its proper course. 

We also found it necessary to erect five new arches, each 27 feet in span, at 
the eastern extremity of O’Brien’s Bridge, in order to afford a sufficiently rapid 
discharge for the water in times of flood, having found it impossible to underpin 
the piers of the old bridge as proposed, owing to the dilapidated state of the 
structure, and the original rudeness and imperfection of the masonry. 

The whole of the works above mentioned have been completed five years. 



THIRD DIVISION. 

FROM KILLALOE TO TARMONBARRY. 

This division of the Shannon, which comprehends a length of 85 miles of 
navigation, on which large steam- vessels of 200 horse-power and 150 feet in 
length can pass at all times, may be considered perfect as a river navigation ; 
there being only 15 feet fall in the entire distance, which fortunately is now con- 
centrated at two points ; viz., at Meelick, 32 miles above Killaloe, where 
Victoria Lock has been erected, having eight feet fall, and Athlone, where a second 
similar lock has been built, having a fall, at ordinary summer water of seven feet. 
These locks are each 170 feet in length between the upper and lower sills, and 40 
feet in breadth in the chamber; the masonry consisting of sound ashlar limestone 
of unusually large dimensions. The work has been admirably put together, and 
each lock presents a specimen of workmanship not surpassed in the British 
empire. 

This portion of the Shannon contains two extensive lakes ; one, Lough Derg, 
which commences immediately above Killaloe, and terminates at Portumna, the 
length being 23 miles, while the breadth varies from two miles to nine miles, 
and the depth throughout in the sailing course is considerable at all times. 

The second lake, Lough Ree, is situate immediately above Athlone, and 
extends to Lanesborough, giving a length of 18 miles, and an average breadth 
of three miles. Between Portumna and Athlone the Shannon preserves its 
ordinary sluggish character, the current being rarely perceptible, and the banks 
on either side present extensive flats, which were formerly covered with water for 
nearly nine months in every year. 

To ensure a sufficiently quick discharge for the water during wet seasons, and 
preserve a sufficient depth for navigation during the dry weather, it became 
necessary to construct three great regulating weirs ; one at Killaloe, 1 ,160 feet in 
length, at the lower extremity of Lough Derg, where the rapids commence ; one 
near to Victoria Lock, above the falls at Meelick, 1,100 feet in length ; and one 
at Athlone adjoining the great lock at that place, 720 feet in length. 

These several weirs have proved very efficient, and discharge the water so rapidly 
as to prevent any accumulation taking place above them at any time. Previously 
to our commencing operations, the difference between the level of summer and 
winter water at Killaloe and through Lough Derg generally was from 10 to 12 
feet, while at the present the greatest difference does not exceed three feet. 
Similar results have been obtained at Meelick and Athlone ; but notwithstanding 
the effectiveness of the weir at Meelick, and the extensive excavations made in 
the bed of the river, particularly where crossed by limestone rock, the present 
channel is found to be insufficient to discharge the great accumulation of water 
with sufficient rapidity to prevent partial floods. This is owing to a deficiency in 
the breadth of the main river-course in the interval (26 miles) between Athlone 
and Meelick, added to the circumstance of the Shannon being joined by the 
River Suck at Shannon Bridge, midway between these points ; the volume of water 
discharged by the Suck during the prevalence of xvet weather being nearly equal 
to that of the. Shannon. It. is therefore probable that at some future period, when. 

works 
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works of arterial drainage have been executed through the great catchment basin 
of the Suck and other tributaries of the Shannon, that it may become necessary 
to make additional excavation at some of the comparatively confined channels of 
the Shannon above and below Shannon Bridge, and immediately above the weir 
at Meelick. Fortunately such works, though probably indispensable, will not be 
very expensive. 

The floods on this reach of the Shannon, which, as above stated, are mainly 
caused by the Suck, will (when the waters of that important river are brought 
under control) be considerably abated by diverting one-half of the waters of the 
Suck at Athleague into the Hind River now in progress of improvement, and the 
Outlet of which is in Lough Ree, above Athlone. 

This project is of importance in more than one respect, as besides relieving 
from flood the long reach of the Shannon below Athlone, it will effect the 
reclamation of a considerable quantity of land along the banks of the Suck 
itself, and afford facilities for opening a navigation between Lough Ree and 
Castlereagh. 

The other works executed on the main division of the Shannon consisted of 
the erection of three new bridges across the river ; viz. one at Banagher, consist- 
ing of six arches, each of 60 feet span, together with an iron swivel-bridge for 
navigation, having an ope of 40 feet in breadth. A second bridge has been 
erected at Athlone, containing three arches, each 61 feet in span, having also an 
iron swivel-bridge of 40 feet ope. A third has been built at Lanesborough, 
having five arches of 30 feet span, with a swivel-bridge similar to those at Bana- 
gher and Athlone, having 30 feet water-way. 

In addition to the new bridges, extensive alterations and improvements in the 
water-way have been effected at Killaloe Bridge, to which three additional arches, 
each 30 feet span, were added, and the whole of the piers of the bridge under- 
pinned to the depth of five feet below the original foundation. At Shannon 
Bridge the piers were underpinned to the depth of six feet below the old foun- 
dation. 

The old track horse bridge at Shannon Harbour had become so dilapidated 
that it was found necessary to remove it, and a ferry-boat has been established 
in its place, which answers all the purposes of the traders, and does away with 
the serious inconvenience this old bridge caused to the passage of large steamers. 

In addition to the foregoing, extensive landing wharfs have been constructed 
at Banagher, Shannon Bridge, Athlone, and Tarmonbarry, and the whole of the 
shoals enumerated in our Second Report were removed. In many cases this 
proved a matter of much greater difficulty t..,tn had originally been contemplated ; 
the powerful steam dredge vessels provided for the purpose having been found 
unequal to the task of raising the compact concrete gravel, and frequently rock, 
of which the greater part of every shoal was found to consist. Hence it became 
necessary for the most part to abandon the dredging system, and in lieu thereof 
to construct dams and erect powerful steam-engines to pump out the water, while 
the several shoals Avere being excavated by manual labour. In some cases, as at 
Clerhaun, above Shannon Bridge, where the shoal consisted of limestone rock 
traversed by numerous open fissures, the contractor, Mr. Mackenzie, found it 
necessary to erect seven powerful steam-engines to pump the water, so as to 
enable the excavators to work. 

It is, perhaps, unnecessary to enter further into the detail of the works 
executed on this important division of the Shannon, which connects the western 
counties directly with the port of Limerick, and with the city of Dublin, through 
the medium of the Grand and Royal Canals. It will be sufficient to say, that the 
whole of the works contemplated and recommended to your Lordships in our 
Second Report, dated December 1837, have been fully carried out ; and that 
already passenger and tug steamers pass and repass daily between Killaloe and 
Athlone, towing trade barges 60 ions burthen, and containing heavy goods of all 
kinds, some of which are brought from Dublin through the medium of the Grand 
Canal, and. some from the port of Limerick, through the entire length of the 
southern portion of the Shannon Navigation. 



B 



FOURTH 
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FOURTH DIVISION. 

FROM TARMONBARRY TO LEITRIM. 

The general character of the River Shannon between Tarmonbarry and the 
town of Leitrim, a distance of 30 miles, is that of broad and deep waters, branch- 
ing out into small lakes, in consequence of which the system of using tug- 
steamers to tow the trade barges must still be continued, if the trade be con- 
ducted with regularity and efficiency. 

The works executed by us on this division are of a similar character to those 
of the Third Division, but on a smaller scale, proportioned to the diminished 
volume of water to be discharged and the smallness of the lakes to be crossed ; 
hence the three locks which have been constructed in this division, viz., at 
Tarmonbarry, Rooskey, and the Albert Lock on the Jamestown Canal, were 
designed and executed on a reduced scale, as compared with the Victoria 
and Athlone Locks; the dimensions being 110 feet in length and 30 feet in 
breadth. 

Owing to the length of the fall and the rocky bed of the River below James- 
town, the old side canal at this place has been preserved, but it has been enlarged 
both ' in breadth and depth to afford sufficient passage for steam-vessels 30 feet 
in beam. . 

Regulating weirs have also been constructed in connexion with each ot the 
locks; viz., one at Tarmonbarry, 520 feet in length, one at Rooskey, 744 feet 
in length, and one at Jamestown, near the head of the side canal, 700 feet in 
length. New bridges have also been erected at Rooskey, Jamestown and 
Carrick-on-Shannon, similar to those at Lanesborough and Tarmonbarry ; and 
the Bridge at Drumsna has been carefully underpinned so as to afford a sufficient 
passage for the water in times of flood. Commodious wharfs have also been 
erected at Tarmonbarry, Rooskey, Drumsna and Carrick-on-Shannon, and the 
shoals on the river have all been removed: in consequence, the .navigation is in 
perfect order, and trade barges now ply regularly between Carrick-on-Shannon 
and Dublin by means of the Royal Canal ; and it is expected that during the 
present year the traffic will be considerably increased. 

The works executed on the branch to Lough Key and Boyle, by means of the 
Bovle Water, have been constructed on the same scale as those of other portions 
of the Fourth Division ; they consist of a regulating weir and lock at Knockvicar, 
of two bridges, each consisting of three arches of 32 feet span, and of commo- 
dious wharfs at Cooteliall and Knockvicar ; the navigation extending to within 
a mile of the town of Boyle. The whole of the shoals have been removed, and 
this portion of the navigation is also complete. 

The same observation is applicable to the Strokestown branch, six miles in 
length, which extends from the Shannon through the Camadoe Waters to 
Gillstown Lake, situate within three miles of Strokestown. A new bridge has 
been built at Carnadoe, and the shoals have been partly removed, the use of a 
steam-dredger being required for a few weeks only to complete them. 



FIFTH DIVISION. 

FROM THE TOWN OF LEITRIM TO DRUMSIIAMBO. 

In this upper division of the navigation our operations have been confined to im- 
provements on the original Lough Allen Canal, between Leitrim and Drumshambo, 
which has been deepened and widened, and the lock at Battle Bridge underpinned 
to suit the altered levels consequent on our operations. The completion of the 
improvements on this canal may be said to terminate our labours; as at the 
present moment every impediment to the navigation between Lough Allen 
and Limerick has been removed, and the numerous works, consisting of locks, 
regulating weirs, bridges, wharfs, &c., recommended in our several Reports, 
having been completed, the navigation has been opened for traffic throughout 
its entire length, between the northern extremity of Lough Allen and Limerick, 
a distance of 143 miles in the direct course ; but by adding the Boyle branch 
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of nine miles, and the Strokestown branch of six miles, we have a total length 
of river and canal navigation open of 158 miles, of which 129 miles, viz., from 
Killaloe to Leitrim, and the two branches above mentioned, are suited to the 
navigation of large steamers ; and it is a remarkable fact, that in the main river 
of 115 miles the entire fall amounts only to 35 feet, which has been overcome by 
the erection of five locks, namely, the Victoria Lock at Meelick, Athlone Lock, 
Tarmonbarry, Rooskey, and the Albert Lock at Jamestown. 

We cannot conclude this our final Report without congratulating your Lord- 
ships on the completion of this important navigation, which occupies nearly a 
central position between the east and west coasts of Ireland, and extends without 
interruption from Limerick to Lough Allen, a distance of '143 miles; passing 
between the counties of Limerick, Tipperary, Clare, Galway, King's County, 
Westmeath, Roscommon, Longford and Leitrim ; and, in addition, the port of 
Limerick is connected with Dublin by means of the Grand and Royal Canals. 

Notwithstanding the magnitude of the undertaking, and the difficulties attend- 
ing its execution, it has been completed for the sum originally estimated, and 
which received your Lordships’ sanction, and as a navigation offers facilities of 
communication on a more extensive scale and at lower charges than any other 
in existence. 

For the future preservation and maintenance of these important works, we 
have, with your Lordships’ sanction, employed a number of collectors and lock- 
keepers, having due regard to the economical as well as the efficient working of 
the establishment. 

The following may be considered as the annual charge to be provided for out of 
the revenue arising from rents of lands and premises, and the tolls derived from 
the navigation; it comprises Salaries to Staff, Maintenance and Repairs of Works, 
and Repayments to Board of Public Works, on account of principal and interest 
of loan. 

Staff: 

2 Inspectors. 

21 Collectors (First, Second and Third Class) 

15 Lock-keepers. 

2 Ferrymen. 

1 Wharfinger. 

3 Bridge-keepers. 

44 

Maintenance and Repairs of Works 

Repayment to Commissioners of Public Works on account 
of Loan : 

On account of Principal - - £.770-- 

Interest « - - - - 386 15 2 



£. 

Till within the last two years, the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company was 
the only commercial body who traded on the Shannon, and used large steamers 
and steam-tugs ; the Grand Canal Company, at a comparatively late period, also 
established a steam-tug vessel to tow the trade barges to their canal ; and we 
understand that other parties have it in contemplation to establish similar tug- 
steamers on the upper portion of the navigation. In consequence, we have reason 
to expect that the numerous extensive and important works executed by us, and 
which, in point of design and stability, are inferior to none in the British empire, 
will be taken advantage of by the trading community, and that the public wall 
derive the full amount of benefit that was anticipated when the project received 
your Lordships’ approval. 

To this Report are appended tables of traffic, setting forth the amounts received 
for tolls and wharfage, which lead us to conclude that the trade on this navigation 
is steadily increasing, notwithstanding the general depression of trade in this 
country, consequent on the severe pressure of the last few years. 

407 . P ? As, 
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As, however, a comparison of the gross exports and imports shown in Table (B.) 
might not lead your Lordships to the same conclusion, we will enter into a short 
explanation of the present state of trade, as compared with the years embraced in 
the Return. The years 1846 and 1847 show, Table (B.), the greatest import 
trade ; this is accounted for by the famine, and the easy means of transit this navi- 
gation afforded for the importation of foreign grain. 

The year 1 845 again shows the largest export trade ; this, we consider, was 
caused by the fact that during that year the works between Shannon Harbour and 
Killaloe were so far advanced as to permit of the navigation being opened for large 
steamers ; the impetus thus obtained was, by the distress of the following year, 
transferred to the import trade. At this period, also, the works on the Middle 
and subsequently on the Upper Shannon caused a considerable traffic on the River, 
which, however, being an artificial one, cannot be taken as a fair criterion of the 
commercial state of the neighbourhood. 

The Return for the past year (1849) is also an imperfect test, as the navigation 
through Athlone was not thoroughly open until the end of last summer ; and in 
consequence of a breach in the Grand Canal, the Dublin and Limerick trade was 
stopped for five months; the Export and Import Returns for the year 1849 have 
therefore chiefly accrued during the latter half of it. 

Taking all these circumstances into account, your Lordships will perceive that 
since 1843 the traffic on the Shannon has been steadily rising, and that in the 
latter part of the past year both exports and imports show a comparative improve- 
ment. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) HARRY D. JONES. 

RICHARD GRIFFITH. 



Office of Public Works, Custom-house, 
Dublin, 31 March 1850. 



E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 



— No. 1.— 

AN ACCOUNT, showing the Receipt and Expenditure of the Commissioners of Public 
Works in the Year ended 31 December 1849. 



Receipt : 

To Balance of Account ending 31 December 1848, “Works” - 
To Balance of Account ending 31 December 1848, “ Rents and 
Tolls” 

WORKS. 

To Amount of Monies issued by the Treasury during the year 

1849 

To Proceeds of Sale of 3 J per cent. Stock, reverting to Commis- 
sioners on final settlement of Contractors’ Accounts 
To Proceeds of Sales of Plant and Materials - £. 676 2 - 

Ditto - - Furniture at Athlone - 46 8 9 



To Amount received from the Poor Law Commissioners’ pur- 
chase of Ground for Cemetery at Athlone - 
To Amount received from Contractors, Rent of Offices 
To Upper Shannon Navigation, Transfer of unexpended Balance 

Total Receipt for “Shannon Works” - - - £. 



£. s. d. 

13,751 17 2 

1,067 14 2 



21,307 - - 
601 19 10 

721 10 9 

75 - - 
27 10 - 
5 9 9 



£. S. d. 



14,819 11 4 



22,738 10 



Receipt from Rents and Tolls : 

To Rents : 

Mills, Lands and other Holdings 
Fishing of Weirs - 

Water-power ------ 

To Produce of Sale of Stones - 
To Gauging and Weighing Boats (fees for) 

To Tolls 

Wharfage ------ 

Quayage 

Cranage - ' ' " 

To Fines, &c. 



£. 515 




3 

4 
6 



1,431 5 3 

241 4 1 

142 3 7 

7 19 - 



Total Receipts from “ Rents and Tolls” - - - £. 



EXPENDITURE. 



913 4 

1 10 
2 12 




1,822 11 11 
1 14 1 



2,741 12 



7 



WORKS. 

By Amount of Expenditure on various Works during the Year 
1849, as follows : — 

Kilrush - 

Ballylongford 

Foynes Island - 

Clare 

Killaloe - 

Banagher 

Shannon Harbour -------- 

Shannon Bridge -------- 

Clerhaun 

Ballynatave - -- -- -- -- 

Tullymorc Ford - -- -- -- - 

Long Island * 

Rann Islapd - 

Carried forward - - - £. 



90 - - 
90 - - 
2,160 3 - 
84 - - 
104 - - 
73 10 - 
197 17 - 

54 4 1 

12 19 1 

7 18 6 

4 4- 

327 18 - 



3,218 15 4 
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Brought forward 

Athlone -------- 

Curreen -------- 

Lanesborough ------- 

Kilnacarrow ------- 

Crompawn ------- 

Erra - -- -- -- - 

Cloonbearlaw ------- 

Lodge Cut 

Cloondrah Canal ------ 

Tarmonbarry (the River-course) ... 
Lough Forbes ------- 

Clooneen Cox and Cloonfad - 

Bird Island ------- 

Rooskey 

Derrycarne ------- 

Lough Tap and Skeagh Point - - - - 

Jamestown Canal - 

Jamestown 

Kilbride -------- 

Doyles Islands ------ 

Cornacorroo ------- 

Grose’s Islands 

Carrick-on-Shannon ----- 

Hartley 

Port - 

Leitrim - -- -- -- - 

Battle Bridge ------- 

Lough Allen Canal ------ 

Bealantra and River-course - 

Dredging Vessels, Barges, &c. - - - - 

Workshops, Machinery, Contingencies, &c. 

Scariff River -------- 

Carnadoe ------- 

Carrigeen 

Tumna -------- 

Annaleckey ------- 

Doctors Weir ------- 

Cootehall - - 

Oxhill Island 

Knockvicar 

Boyle River - - 



Total Expenditure for “ Shannon Works’ 



Expenditure for Rents and Tons. 

By Salaries and Allowances : 

Engineers, Surveyors and Inspectors - £. 399 17 1 

Collectors ------ 869 10 2 

Lock-keepers, &c. ----- 432 15 8 

By Payments on account of Loans made by the Board of Works 
to the late Limerick Navigation Company ; viz. 

Interest due up to the 31st October 1849 - £. 334 18 11 

Instalment on account of Principal - - 385 8 4 

By Rents £. 71 15 - 

Taxes - 12 13 10 

Gauging and Weighing Boats - - - l - - 

Tolls refiinded ----- - -49 

Maintenance and Repairs of Canals, Trackways, 

&c. 1,118 1 11 

Miscellaneous Expenses - - - - 26 3 5 



Total Expenditure for “ Rents and Tolls” 



By Balance on the 31st December 1849 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
31 March 1850. 



G. Adams, Accountant. 
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— No. 2.— 

RETURN of the several Sums remitted to the Paymaster of Civil Services, during the Year ended 31st December 1849, 
by the Treasurers of the under-mentioned Counties, in Repayment of Advances by the Commissioners for the 
Improvement of the River Shannon, pursuant to the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, and on account of Interest, at the Rate 
of £. 4 per Cent, per Annum, accruing on said Advances. 









Part 


<-a 


rs of 


each Pa) 


— 










TOT 


A L S. 








COUNTIES, 


&c. 


of 

Payment. 


Principal. 


Interest 

at £■ 4 per Cent, 
per Annum. 


Principal. 


I"’ 


Principal 
and Interest. 






1849: 


£. 


S. 


d. 


£. 




d. ! 


£. 


S. 


d. 


£. 


S. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


Clare - - - 


! 

’ 1 


15 March - 
28 July - 
20 August - 


936 

607 




; 


136 

12 

74 


5 

13 

15 


7 1 

i 


1,543 


- 


- 


223 


14 


5 


1,766 


14 


* 


Galway 




6 Sept. - 


1,771 


- 


- 


262 


14 


3 


1,771 


- 


- 


262 


14 


3 


2,033 


14 


3 


King’s County 


f 

l 


17 March - 
24 July 


333 

133 


•- 




48 

17 


5. 

15 


1} 


466 


- 


- 


66 


- 


10 


532 


- 


10 


Limerick 


■ -{ 


5 April - 
13 August - 


617 

247 


16 

13 


2 


145 

65 


7 

13 


?} 


765 


9 


2 


211 


i 


- 


976 


10 


2 


Ditto, City 


- '{ 


26 May - 
18 August- 


44 

44 


_ 


- 


9 

9 


2 


10 | 
10/ 


88 


- 


- 


18 


5 


8 


106 


5 


8 


Leitrim 


■ 'I 


12 April - 
31 July - 


2,297 

2,413 


6 

2 


3 

1 


370 

368 


13 

10 


n} 


4,710 


8 


4 


739 


3 


11 


5,449 


12 


3 


Longford 


• J 


10 March - 
8 August - 
23 October 


1,551 

326 


2 

12 

3 


6 

9 

5 


239 

106 

39 


18 

14 


•} 


2,800 


18 


8 


385 


14 


5 


3,186 


13 


1 


Mayo - 




23 April - 
17 Sept. - 


226 

205 


13 

17 


~ 


28 

25 


15 

14 


;} 


432 


10 


- 


54 


9 


4 


486 


19 


4 


Roscommon - 


. -i 
l 


9 March - 
24 July 


4,626 

4,649 


17 

2 


10 

4 


709 

723 


9 

3 


in 
ii j 


9,276 


- 


2 


1,432 


13 


10 


10,708 


14 


- 


Sligo - 


' ‘I 


14 March - 
23 July - 


307 

312 


7 


10 


48 

43 


10 

18 


5) 

3/ 


619 


7 


io : 


92 


8 


8 


711 


16 


6 


TiPPERARY(North Riding)| 


9 April - 
13 August- 


488 

223 


2 


_ 


69 

30 


18 

17. 


:} 


711 


4 


- 


100 


16 


- 


812 


- 


- 


Ditto (South Riding) j 


24 March - 
7 August - 


225 

112 


3 

3 


_ 


32 

16 


17 


?} 


337 


6 


- 


48 


17 


10 


386 


3 


10 


Westmeath - 


• -{ 


20 March - 
13 July 


675 

639 


11 


2 


95 

103 


8 

9 


4) 

-/ 


1,314 


11 


2 


198 


17 


4 


1,513 


i 


6 








Totals 






£. 


24,835 


15 


‘ 


3,834 


17 


6 


28,670 


12 


10 



Paymaster of Civil Services Office,! fsigned) T. F. Kennedy. 

Dublin Castle, 7 January 1850. J v J 



RETURN of the several Sums remitted to the Paymaster of Civil Services during the Year ended 31st December 1849, 
by Individuals in Repayment of Advances made by the Commissioners for the Improvement of the River Shannon, 
pursuant to the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, with Interest at the Rate of £.5 per Cent, per Annum, accruing on said 
Advances. 



1849: 

26 August. — The Right Honourable Lord Monteagle (per the Commissioners of Public Works), 
being on account of his proportion of Expenditure incurred at “ Foynes Harbour,” 
applicable to Principal ------------ 

J6 November. — Ditto - - (per ditto) - - applicable to Principal - 



£. 



£. s. d. 

1,059 4 3 
34 5 8 

1,093 9 11 
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No. 2 — continued. 



RECAPITULATION. 



— 


Principal. 


Interest. 


TOTAL. 


Repaid by Counties 

Repaid by Individuals 




£. s. d. 
24,835 15 4 

1,093 9 11 


£. s. d. 
3,834 17 6 


£. s. d. 

28,670 12 10 

1,093 9 11 


Total Repaid - - 


■ - £. 


25,929 6 3 


3,834 17 6 I 


29,764 2 9 


Paymaster of Civil Services Office, \ 
Dublin Castle, 1 January 1860. J 






(signed) 


T. F. Kennedy. 



— No. 3.— 

&°3 Vl"( T ” A T” f A ”""“ “ L “™ m * ae hy acting in Execution of th. Provi.ion, 

ZZS71 n . ""to-mentioned Countie., u, to the JH D.e.mlei- 1849, including Interest thereon, at ihe 

■ r/'o !I: , ' T A "’"' n,; from the Dates of £he respective Advances, until the Entire shall he paid off by Twelve equal 
..neccSMTO Half-yearly Instalment, ; «. A,n.„„« received by the Pay., aster „f Civil Servics, /„£, 4*. xZZZ 

Foot” »me P ^ D «"“ 1 >er 1849, in Repayment Of said Loan, and Interest ; and th. Amounts still outstanding on 



Note . — Under the provi 



NAMES 

of 

COUNTIES. 


Total A 
311 

with Interest at 
until th 
Twelve equal 


Vances in the Years 1 840 to 
eceinber 1849 inclusive, 
le Rate of £. 4 per Cent, per An 
Entire shall be paid off by 
uccessive Half-yearly Instalmen 


- 






REPAYMENTS 

by 

COUNTIES. 




Amount 

still Outstanding, 


Principal. 


Interest. 


Principal 
and Interest. 


Principal. 


Interest. 


Principal 
and Interest. 


by Instalments. 


Limerick - - - 1 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. j. d. 


Limerick ( County of the I 
City) -J 


9,845 16 11 


1,441 14 10 


11,287 11 


8 


7,860 


14 


■*3 


1,420 11 


8i 


9,281 6 


1 


2,006 5 8 


Clare .... 


19,089 5 3 


2,828 14 lOf 


21,918 - 




17,993 


5 


3i 


2,675 17 


11 


20,669 3 


H 


1,248 16 11 J 


Tipperary (North Riding) - 


13,495 11 1 


2,026 19 4J 


15,522 10 


5* 


12,956 


11 




1,950 16 


8J 


14,907 7 


10 


615 2 7i 


Tipperary (South Riding) - 


6,250 19 5J 


875 15 2£ 


7,126 14 


?f 


5,948 


11 


5* 


833 12 




6,782 3 


11 


344 10 8£ 


Galway - 


39,071 3 2j 


5,947 17 Hi 


45,019 1 


2 


34,273 


3 


3 


5,249 12 


- 


39,522 15 


3 


5,496 5 11 


Roscommon - 


76,181 2 1 


11,740 - 2| 


87,921 2 


3j 


41,794 


12 


- 


6,481 16 


6 


48,276 8 


6 


39,644 13 9J 


King’s County 


13,492 7 7| 


1,803 12 4J 


15,296 - 


- 


13,375 


7 


H 


1,792 19 


5£ 


15,168 7 


1 


127 12 n 


Westmeath - 


26,000 3 3J 


3,987 6 3 


29,987 9 


6j 


20,382 


14 


3 


3,168 2 


_ 


23,550 16 


3 


6,436 13 3^ 


Longford - 


20,000 - - 


2,908 6 S£ 


22,908 6 


6f 


13,538 


19 


8 


2,010 18 




15,549 17 


9f 


7,358 8 8 


Leitrim ... - 


39,181 2 1 


5,999 8 9* 


45,180 10 I0£ 


18,136 


1 


61 


2,808 1 


9f 


20,944 3 


4 


24,236 7 6j 


.... 


5,000 - - 


766 15 2^ 


5,766 15 


* 


3,585 


3 


H 


676 7 


6f 


4,161 11 


4 


1,605 3 10i 


Sligo .... 


5,181 2 1 


766 7 10J 


5,947 9 


a 


2,129 


12 


H 


328 12 


H 


2,458 5 


» 


3,489 4 2^ 


Totals - - £. 


272,788 13 -i 


41,092 19 5^ 


313,881 12 


i 




7 


31 


29,297 9 


:i 


221,272 6 


8 


92,609 6 l£ 



' ° f tll , C .,! 3t !' sectlon . of thc Act 2 & 3 vict - c - 6I * tlle Advances to Counties are to be repaid by twelve half-yearly instalments 
and the Amounts in the last column are in the course of collection under this regulation. 1 

G. Adams, Accountant. 
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RETURN, showing the Tonnage of the Imports and Exports at the Principal Stations on the Middle and Upper Shannon, from 1 January to 31 December 1849 
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ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 




f EIt‘S 








ARTICLES LOADED. 




Office of Public Works, Custom-house, Dublir 
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ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



SCHEDULE (C.) 



RETURN, showing the Amount of Traffic passing to and from the River Shannon, through the 
Grand and Royal Canals. 







From Canals to River Shannon. 


From River Shannon to Canals. 






Grand Canal. 


Royal Canal. 


TOTALS. 


Grand Canal. 


Royal Canal. 


TOTALS. 








Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Slates ------- 




816 1 


25 


841 J 


71 


57 1 


65 


Tiles and Bricks 




52-2 


13 


635 


57 


22 £ 


79 A 


Coal 




.49 | 


969| 


1,019 J 


1,1001 




1,100.1 


Iron, not made into Articles of Merchandise - 


139 £ 


40 f 


180 J 


66 1 


60 J 


126 i 


Timber of all kinds ... - 




447 l 


302 l 


749 J 


439 l 


52 


491 4 


Hay and Straw 




290 




290 




6 


6 


Ores and Minerals - - - - 




626 f 




626 1 


iH 




Hi 


Salt 




55 i 


169 l 


224 | 


257f 




257 1 


Marble, foreign or manufactured - 




19£ 




19 4 


31 1 


... 


31 1 


Manure ------ 




11 


5 


16 


78 J 


21 


801 


Lime for Building - 






5 


5 


— 


— 


— 


Building Stone and Flags - - - 




17 1 




17 i 


11 




11 


Sand and Gravel - 










1* 




1 4 


Turf 




33 


34 


67 


8921 


66 


958 1 


Grain 




1,751 


238 1 


1,989 J 


2,247 i 


981 


2,345 1 


Flour, Meal, Malt and Starch 




784 J 


112 | 


897 J 


1,101 




1,101 


Butter 




u 


- 


U 


— 


— 


— 


Black Cattle and Horses - - - 




54 


- 


54 


3 h 




3 1 


Sheep ------ 




15 J 




15 i 


— 


— 


— 


Pigs 




17 3 




17 i 


— 




— 


Salted Provisions ... - 




264 | 




264 J 


121 i 




121 i 


Potatoes and other Vegetables 




H 


- 


u 


161 




161 


Groceries ------ 




- 






149 




149 


Wines and Spirits - 








54 


— 


— 


— 


Porter, Beer and Ale - - - - 




- 


U 


1 4 


— 




— 


Bale-goods, Hardware, &c. - - - 




3,302 A 


371 


3,673 i 


7,607 


248 1 


7,855 1 


Miscellaneous 




126 


32J 


158J 


178 1 


99 l 


278 1 


Totals - 




9,351 | 


2,320 i 


11,672 


14,370 i 


712 § 


15,0821 




Yrs. 
















1840 


12,877 f 


1,389 i 


14,267 


14,548 


1,919 


16,721 




1841 


13,250 A 


1,741 


14,991 A 


15,329 J 


1,9241 


17,254 


Comparative Return of Traffic 




12,823 A 


1,362 


14,185 £ 


13,354 1 


3,1184 


16,472 A 


1843 


11,173 1 


1,305 1 


12,479 


13,532 1 


2,683 A 


16,215 J 


passing to and from the River 


1844 


9,446 l 


1,478 


10,924 \ 


13,863 | 


975 


1 4,838 l 


Shannon through the Grand 1 


1845 


11,687 J 


1,290. 


12,977 J 
15,571 


17,285 1 
13,581 i 


1,275 1 
251 4 


18,561 

13,833 


and Royal Canals - 


1847 


26,106 A 


36 A 


26,143 


16,498 1 


119 1 


15,618 A 




1848 


17,572 


432 J 


18,004 J 


12,085 \ 


137 1 


12,222 1 




1849 


9,351 J 


2,320 i 


11,672 


14,370 1 


712 1 


15,082 1 



Office of Public Works, I 
Custom-house, Dublin, [• 
31 March 1850, J 



G. Adams, 

Accountant. 
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SCHEDULE (D.) 



RETURN, showing the Tonnage of the Imports and Exports at the Stations on the Lower Shannon, Ron 
1 st January to 31st December 1849. ' 



ARTICLES LOADED. 



Tiles and Bricks - 
Coal- - 

Iron, not made into Articles of Mei 
chandise - 
Timber of all kinds - 
Hay and Straw - 
Ores and Minerals - 

Salt 

Marble, foreign or manufactured 
Manure 

Lime for building - 

Building Stone and Flags - 

Sand and Gravel .... 

Turf 

Grain 

Flour, Meal, Malt and Starch - 
Butter 

Black Cattle and Horses ... 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Salted Provisions - 
Potatoes and other Vegetables - 
Groceries 

Wines and Spirits - 
Porter, Beer and Ale - 

Bale-goods, Hardware and General 
Merchandize - 
Miscellaneous - 



Totals - - - 



Comparative Return of Ton- 
nage of Articles loaded at 
the Piers and Quays above 
named, from the commence- 
ment of collection by the 
Commissioners. 



STATIONS. 



Querrin Quay. Kilrush Pic 



1,876 

3$ 



51 i 
25 | 



1,414 

12 i 



2,870 
2, GOO § 
2,648 
2,716 g 
2,729 1 
2,655 J 
1,881 £ 



304 £ 
336 h 



6,405 
6,201 £ 
7,520 
5,222 i 



6,245 
2,638 1 



340 | 
2,914 f 
3,244 
2,759 
3,856 i 
2,3 12 | 






47 i 
52 i 



10 £ 



10 
2,690 
3,739 | 
294 $ 



307 £ 
362 i 



2,641 
1,104 A 
9,549 £ 
6,125 
4,072 1 
4,149 £ 



6,405 
6,201 £ 
10,475 
1 0,892 £ 
26,127 
23,152 J 
1 7,002 1 
16,871 I 
11,010 1 



Office of Public Works,! 
Custom-house, Dublin, l 
31 March 1850. J 



G. Adams, Accountant. 
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c 4 



' continued ) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



24 



ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



Schedule (D.) — continued. 



ARTICLES LANDED. 



Slates ...... 

Tiles and Bricks - 

Coal ------ 

Iron, not made into Articles of Mer- 
chandise - 

Timber of all kinds - - - - 

Hay and Straw 

Ores and Minerals - - - - 



Marble, foreign or manufactured 

Manure 

Lime for building - 

Building Stone and Flags - - - 

Sand and Gravel- - - 

Turf 

Grain ------ 

Flour, Meal, Malt and Starch 

Butter 

Black Cattle and Horses - 
Sheep - - - - - - 

Salted Provisions - 

Potatoes and other Vegetables - 

Groceries ------ 

Wines and Spirits - 
Porter, Beer and Ale - 

Bale-goods, Hardware and General 
Merchandise - - - 

Miscellaneous - - 



Totals 



Comparative Return of Tonnage 
of Articles landed at the Piers 
and Quays above named, from 
the commencement of collec- 
tion by the Commissioners - 



STATIONS. 



Kilrusli Pier, j Sateen Quay. 



416 
70 
78 J 
36 | 
L03J 
314 l 



6,419 

3,960 

3.941 £ 
2,832 
4,270 £ 
6,263 J 

10,768 | 
5,607 J 

2.942 



20 J 
617 J 



1,653 
3,185 J 



428 J 
16 
H,1 



64 

91 

191 | 
154 f 
94 f- 
252 J 
■ 45 J 



Office of Public Works, Custom-house,! 
Dublin, 31 March 1850. J 



870 

6,086 

10,801 

16,455 

9,110 



62 

2,658 

38 

710 £ 
-1 
6 

404 J 
56 
228 

332 
4,416 i 
8,782 

69 £ 

21 
51 J 



6,419 
3,960 
4,676 4 
4,477 | 



G. Adams, Accountant. 



SCHEDULE (E.) 



RETURN, showing the Number of Passengers that Embarked at the under-mentioned Places on the River 
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ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 




IMPROVING THE NAVIGATION OF THE SHANNON. 27 



SCHEDULE (H.) 



TABLE of Lands belonging to the Shannon Navigation, showing their present Use, and those 
that have been sanctioned by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to be sold. 



LOCALITY. 


In Use 

Wharfs, 
Canal Banks, 
&c. fcc. 


I 

For Sale. 


TOTAL. 




A. H. P. 


» n. p. 


A. K. P. 


Clare (Bank of Fergus) 




2 2 27 


2 2 27 - 


Limerick Navigation - 


“114 1 23 


33 3 29 


148 1 12 - 


Illanarroon Island and 
Athlunkard. . 




2 2 37 


2 2 37 - 

i 

li 

I 




10 3 14 


1 2 26 


12 2 0 


Meelick - 


4 28 3 32 


132 1 30 


c 


Banagher - - - 


9 3 0 


4 2 27 


34 1 27 




2 1 0 






Derryholmes 














Shannon Bridge 


1 3 22 






Curley’s Island - 








Athlone - - - 


“1 4 23 






Lanesborough - 


1 1 26 


2 3 22 


a 4 1 8 • 






1 0 0 


10 0 


Lodgecut - - - 


5 3 7 


1 0 26 
4 2 16 


10 1 23 


Rooskey - - - 


7 3 22 


21 2 15 






« Wharf - 








2 3 29 


2 0 13 


5 0 2 


Carrigeen - - - 


/ Wharf - 












Jamestown 


49 0 34 


5 2 38 




Carreck - - - 


2 0 27 




2 0 27 




0 3 18 






Leitrim - - - 


0 2 6 


4 25 3 6 




Lough Allen 




7 3 4 


7 3 4 


Bealantra - 




8 2 26 


8 2 26 


Annaghbeg 








Cloonacarrow - 






114 




0 1 2 










0 3 3 




Knockvicar 




14 0 31 






* 241 1 5 


320 3 34 


562 0 39 



OBSERVATIONS. 



- Tender from Sir Lucius 



- In this locality are the 
' ' ->f Ardahee, Castle- 

Irrina, Plassey and 



■ - 4 Measurement of n 
~ inks not includ 
in this locality. 



“Not including the several 
eas of enclosed yards and 
,es of stores, &c. A mill-site 
d eel-weirs in this locality. 

- d Also 31 perches under 
jam-mill on letting of 99 



- - An eel-weir and a mill-site 
in this locality. 

11,300 feet. 



- - / 9,600 feet. 

- - n Also 34 perches, site rented 
by Poor Law Commissioners. 



- - 4 Two islands included in 
this measurement, which are 
not to be sold. An eel-weir at 
Drumheriff. 

- - ' Canal banks ; measure- 
ment not ascertained. 



- - An eel-fishery and a mill- 
site in this locality. 

Lough Allen Canal Banks 
not included. . 



Office of Public Works, Custom-house, 
Dublin, 31 March 1850. J 



E. Hornsby, Sec*’ 
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s8 ELEVENTH REPORT: -NAVIGATION OF THE SHANNON. 



SCHEDULE (I.) 



NUMERICAL LIST of Officers employed on Shannon Navigation for -Collection of 
Rents and Tolls and Maintenance of Navigation. 




Office of Public Works, Custom-house,! E. Hornsby, 

Dublin, 31 March 1850. J Sec y . 
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